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North Arkansas Fly Fishers meetings 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. Meetings are held at the Van 
Matre Senior Center located at 1101 
Spring St Mountain Home, AR 
72653.  Membership meeting starts at 
7:00 pm.  All members and guests are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

NAFF Board of Directorôs meetings 
are held on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 2:00 pm 1st Security Bank 
on 9th St. All members are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

Visit North Arkansas Fly Fishers 
Online at 

www.northarkansasflyfisher.org 

Officers 

President ð Ken Sickels éé(870) 321-2661 
Vice President ð Tom Emerick (870) 499-3382 
Secretary ð  Pat Smith ..é.. (870) 425-1755 
Treasurer ð David Hea éé.(870) 421-7078  

Directors 

Conservation ð Tommy Hagan ..(870) 430-2091 
Property ð Mark Burgesséé..(870) - 421-7804  
Education ð Fred Stumpfé...870-421-3746 
Membership ð Paul Ashton é(870) 425-9230 
Past President ð Mike Tipton ..(870) 404-8845 
Appd. by President ð Vern Berry (870) 421-0720 

Tale Waters is published 2nd Tues-
day of each month. Article deadline is 
1st Tuesday of the month.  
Staff: Mike Tipton & Rita Billbe 
Contact:  
       sowbug@northarkansasflyfisher.org 
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Denis Dunderdale to Speak 

About AGFC and Economic 

Impact of Hunting & Fishing 

At the October meeting Denis Dun-
derdale will present a video describing 
the first 100 years of the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission and talk 
about the economic impact of hunt-
ing and fishing in Arkansas. Denis is 
the AGFCôs Education Coordinator 
for the North Central Region. He is a 
long time NAFF member and an 
IFFF Certified Casting Instructor. 

Pond OutingðNovember 3 

NAFF will hold another warm water 
outing to the seven-acre pond at the 
Country Oaks B&B on Thursday, 
Nov 3rd. This is a big pond and it is 
full of Largemouth Bass, Crappie and 
Hybrid Bluegills. It is located near 
Mountain View. A 5, 6 or 7 wt. outfit 
and some of your favorite flies should 
provide you some sport. A sink tip 
line can be valuable for searching 
some of the ponds deeper water. You 
can pack a lunch and eat pond side or 
go 1 1/2 miles into Mt. View and get 
lunch at a restaurant. There will be a 
sign-up sheet at the NAFF meeting 
Oct. 18 or you can call Tom Emerick 
at (H) 870-499-3382 or (C) 870-291-
2118 to sign up for the outing. 

Molly Semenik 

Bull Shoals State Park 

October 29 & 30 

NAFF Member ñMeet & 
Greetò  at River Bend Lodge 
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October Presidentôs  

Message 

Pond at Country Oaks B&B  

Mark your calendars for the Molly 
Semenik clinic October 29th and 
30th from 9:00 until 3:00 at Gas-
tonôs Visitors Center. Molly is an 
IFFF Master Certified caster, tying 
and professional guide. Complete 
schedule, agenda etc. is on our 
web site. In addition we are plan-
ning an informal pizza dinner on 
Saturday night 29th (beverages are 
provided by the Club). Meet and 
greet starts at 5:30 at Riverbend 
Retirement community lodge. 
Take Cotter Road (AR345) south 
out of Gassville approximately ½ 
mile.  Hope to see you all Saturday 
night. 

Picnic was a success. Thanks to all 
who helped set up, cook etc.  Next 
year we will make sure our picnic 
wonôt conflict with Bridge Bash.   

Be safe and great fishing. 

In November we will be voting on 
a slate of individuals willing to 
serve NAFF on the Board of Direc-
tors. The proposed slate of direc-
tors is: 

Tommy Hagan 

Fred Stumpf 

Paul Ashton 

Kevin Boddy 

The current officers and serving 
directors are: 

Ken Sickels ï President 

Tom Emerick ï Vice President 

Pat Smith ï Secretary 

David Hea ï Treasurer 

Mike Tipton - Past President 

Vern Berry ï Appointed by the 
President. 

Weather Cancellation 
Policy 

NAFF Activities or Meet-
ing will be cancelled or 
postponed when the 
Mountain Home Public 
Schools Cancel Classes. 

Check KTLO radio web-
site for school closing 

info. 

 

 

Elections in November 
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October Fly of the Month - 
Danny Barkerôs Brown Jig 

Nymph Last month I wrote that the Back-
pack Program ladies had declined 
to continue to provide food ser-
vice at Sowbug. We were disap-
pointed to hear that because they 
did a great job for us and we 
would have to find another organi-
zation to provide the food service. 
This month the crisis has been 
solved. The Band Booster club for 
the Mountain Home High School 
Band has agreed to provide the 
food service.  They are a worth-
while cause for our support and I 
think that they will work out well 
for Sowbug. 

 

I have submitted our request for 
funding by the Mountain Home 
Advertising and Promotion Com-
mission. They have money to 
spend in support of activities that 
bring people in to visit Mountain 
Home and stay at hotels and mo-
tels within the city. The money 
comes from a tax that is levied on 
the hotels and motels. Last year we 
did not really understand how the 
money was targeted at organiza-
tions. We gave a presentation sell-
ing NAFFôs do-good credentials 
and failed to receive any money. 
This year we know better and have 
hard data that shows that most 
Sowbug Attendees and Fly Tyers 
come from out of town. We also 
have some support on the commis-
sion. We have asked for about 
$2000 (rental of the Fairgrounds 
and the room at the Catholic 
Church) and think that we have a 
good chance of getting it. 

I normally dead drift this nymph 
under an indicator with another 
fly tied in 12 to 15 inches above. I 
use various sizes depending on the 
water flow and depth. 

I like to tie this fly by laying down 
a thread base ½ way down the 
hook bend. I also like to use this 
thread in the thorax area for the 
hot spot. I like my flies to stand 
out. I have caught a lot of trout on 
this fly. This year my favorite size 
is #14 

Fly designed and tied by Danny 
Barker. 

Brown Jig Nymph 

Thread ï Burnt Orange Uni 6/0 
Hook ï 60 Deg. Tiemco Jig Hook; 
sizes #10 thru #16 
Bead ï Slotted Tungsten 2mm 
thru 4mm depending on the size 
of the hook. (copper or gold bead) 
Tail ï Fibers from a hareôs mask 
Body ï Dave Whitlockôs SLF 
Brownstone nymph fibers 
Rib ï Copper/gold wire or cop-
per/gold embroidery thread 
Thorax ï Orange thread or orange 
dubbing for hotspot 

Sowbug Report 

The Sowbug Committee meets 
every month on the 2nd Tuesday 
at 1:00 pm in the Baxter County 
Library. Any interested club mem-
bers are invited to attend. 

Mike Tipton 
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Invitations for the 20th Sowbug 
will go out sometime in Novem-
ber. If you know of any new tiers 
that should tie at our event, please 
c o n t a c t  m e  a t 
flytyerfred@gmail.com. We really 
need to find more international, 
ladies and youth tiers. This event 
is all about our tiers and we have 
some of the best in the nation. We 
have several Buzek and Dick Nel-
son award winners that tie at the 
Sowbug every year. I am also trying 
to design a new fly contest this 
year. We also will have our Tiers 
Party again this year. Last year's 
was a total success. Let me know if 
you have anything you would like 
to do differently this year. 

Fred DuPre' 

Water levels are running at 325 cfs 
at the Spring and water clarity has 
been mostly clear with a heavy 
green tint. But the green tint is 
normal for this river and itôs been 
looking great.   It has been lower 
and that has made wading much 
easier. Guppies and olive woolly 
buggers have been great. When 
the trout turn off on a Y2k, follow-
ing it by a small nymph will keep 
the bite on. Itôs only going to get 
better as the temps get lower. Get 
out and have a great time on the 
river.  

Tight lines, 

Mark Crawford 

870-955-8300 

Spring River Fishing Report 

We have found that several mem-
bers are not receiving the newslet-
ter and club notices due to incor-
rect email addresses in our mem-
bership database. To try to identify 
who is and is not receiving the 
newsletter an email survey will be 
sent out later this month. When 
you receive it, all you will need to 
do is reply to it.  

Members needing a new or re-
placement NAFF badge should 
contact me at naffmember-
ship@gmail.com. We will be print-
ing a set of badges for new mem-
bers and any existing members 
that need new ones. 

Paul Ashton 

Membership Report Sowbug Tyers Update 
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Lake Fishing Report 

Fly Tying Every  

Friday  

12:00 PM  

Dallyõs Ozark Fly 

Fisher  

All NAFF Members 

Welcome  

Wow! October, what a wonderful 
month.  If youôre anything like 
me, youôre getting pulled in a lot 
of different directions.  Cooler 
days means getting started on that 
ñto do listò of chores youôve been 
putting off until cooler weather.  
Bow season is underway; so chas-
ing whitetails for some freezer 
meat sounds appealing and the 
river is running perfectly.  What to 
do, what to do? 

Itôs also the perfect time to hit the 
lake with the fly rod!  Iôll make 
this report and strategy real easy so 
you wonôt have any excuses not to 
go.   

Here it is. Go fish the bluffs.  Yep, 
itôs that simple.  Bring any or all of 

your rods, youôll catch fish.  Float-
ing lines, slow sinking, fast full 
sinking, sink tips.  Grab óem and 
go.  Youôll catch fish. 

So why now?  The lake is cooling 
off. Fish start to get happy again 
and they will move more.  Itôs that 
simple.  Right now, on Bull 
Shoals, smallmouth, Kentucky, 
and largemouth bass and big blue-
gills are chowing down on craw-
fish. The lake surface has dropped 
from the low 90s to the mid-70s.  
Fish are hitting the bluffs and 
spending a bit more time in shal-
lower water and some are moving 
into the creek arms again.  Not 
way back like in the spring, just 
part way back. 

The easiest way to find the bass is 
find the bluegills along the bluffs 
and fish below them.  Bluffs that 
have some structure to them, ra-
ther than the straight up and 
down ones, featureless bluffs donôt 
attract and hold many fish. Donôt 
be too concerned about finding 
bluffs with a lot of high standing 
timber, they hold fish but are a 
pain to fish, steal your flies and 
account for a lot of breakoffs on 
nice fish. Bluffs with GOOD 
STRUCTURE is the key.  Wood 
is not structure.  

You can start with a floating line 
and a bluegill bug and put it right 
up tight to the rock.  Keep moving 
until find them. Almost all hits 
will be small bluegills or green sun-
fish so have a little fun with them! 
Then grab a sink tip and use a 
dumbbell head fly in size #6 to 
#10.  Any color will work as long 
as itôs yellow and brown.  Strip 

slow and let the fly get deep and 
you should get some bigger blue-
gills (eaters) 7 to 9 inches, and 
should start picking up some bass 
as well.  Depending on the bluff 
and the fish of course, you may 
have to break out the full sinking 
to get the fly deeper. 

Thatôs it. How easy is that? Have 
fun! 

Ken Minsky 



Jimmy Tôs Fishing 
 Report  - October 

NAFF Picnic Report 
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For terrestrial lovers, this season 
has not been as easy as past years. 
This year has been better than last 
year as the water flows have coop-
erated with the smaller genera-
tions that are preferred for the 
hopper action.  Black and purple 
are the fashion colors for this year 
but that is not to say that other 
colors would not work either.   
Personally I like to throw two hop-
pers on the surface rather than a 
hopper with a midge dropper as it 
seems to draw more attention.  
However, when guiding I generally 
drop a midge under a hopper on 
weaker flows.  The ruby midge 
with a copper bead tied on the jig 
style hook in a #16 is my prefer-
ence.  This past week we did have 
some brown trout come up for 
hoppers and did manage to stick 
two good ones at 20 and 23 inch-
es.  It does pay to use 2x or 3X 
leader when setting the hook and 
playing these good fish.   

Another event also happened in 
the latter part of September.  On a 
Friday afternoon shad started com-
ing through the dam.  At first 
trickling through and floating on 
the surface.  The action was good 

on top until there were so many 
floating shad that they were grossly 
outnumbered by the thousands of 
shad that began coming through.  
This was one of the biggest shad 
kills that I have seen in a decade.  
Of course for the next week or so, 
the fish were keying in on shad 
patterns, especially when the flows 
were bigger in the 4 to 6 unit 
range.  

Jim Traylor 

It was a another beautiful Arkan-
sas fall day, just perfect for a pic-
nic, and our turnout was good 
with about 44 members attending.   
We had the usual cheeseburgers, 
brats and dogs with all the trim-
mings.  The side dishes provided 
by the members were again, su-
perb. Included were a great variety 
of salads, various sides and of 
course, many tempting desserts. 

We did miss a few of our loyal 
members who were helping with 
the big doings at the Bridge Bash.   
Next year we will be sure not to 
have this conflict.   

Many thanks to Mark Selvocki for 
being such a big help slaving over 
the hot grill.   Thanks also to Naif 
Khoury who came early to help set 
up, along with Ken Sickles, Elea-
nor Selvocki and Kevin Boddy. 

THANKS TO ALL FOR AT-
TENDING.     

Vern Berry, Activities Director 
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Corps of Engineers  
Report 

As it is officially the fall season, we 
are excited about the cooler weather 
that we expect to arrive with it.  But 
when you are enjoying all the beauty 
that nature has to offer at our lakes 
and rivers, it is important to do it 
safely.  So, we have compiled a few 
useful tips that might save your life. 

1.  Life jackets float; you donôt.  
Whether boating or wading, if you 
are a good swimmer or not, it is al-
ways important to wear a life jacket.  
When falling into cold water, your 
body reacts with an involuntary gasp 
reflex:  you take a deep breath, and 
you canôt help it.  This can allow you 
to inhale water, panic, and drown.  A 
life jacket keeps your head above wa-
ter, preventing this from happening. 

   

There are many types and sizes of life-
jackets on the market.  Always be sure 
that your life jacket is U.S. Coast 
Guard Approved.  Your life is pre-
cious, so price should not be a deal 
breaker.  Buy something that is com-
fortable and that you know you will 
actually wear.  If wading, pair your life 
jacket with a good wading belt, as 
waders can quickly fill up with water, 
creating danger for a fallen fisher-
man.   

 

2.  Stay Dry.  When immersed in cold 
water, you begin losing muscular co-
ordination as the blood is drawn away 
from the hands and feet toward your 
bodyôs core, in order to protect the 
internal organs.  This makes swim-
ming difficult, if not impossible.  The 
longer you are exposed to cold water, 
the more you are in danger of devel-
oping hypothermia.  Clothing layers 
(and life jackets) provide some 

warmth that may actually assist you in 
fighting hypothermia.  Donôt become 
a victim. 

 

3.  Plan Ahead.  What is your route 
of escape, should you need to quickly 
get out of the water?  What about dry 
clothing?  Is your river boat equipped 
with the proper safety equipment?  
Did you pack a first-aid kit?  Is your 
cell phone in a dry bag and fully 
charged?  No matter the activity, al-
ways be prepared. 

   

4  When wading, keep your balance.  
A wading staff is a useful tool that 
you can take with you to provide sup-
port and to help you gauge the water 
depth in front of you.  It can help you 
feel out drop-offs or areas with unsta-
ble footing.  Using boots with stud-
ded soles (as felt soles can spread Did-
ymo) will aid you in navigating slick 

areas, while polarized sun glasses can 
help you see where youôre going.   

Remember, when life jackets are 
worn, nobody mourns.  Catching that 
dream fish is not worth dying for.  
Enjoy the sport, but be safety smart.   

For more information and safety tips, 
go to: PleaseWearIt.com.  Your safety 
is our concern. 
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2ÉÖÅÒÓÉÄÅ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÈÉÔÅ 2ÉÖÅÒ 
#ÁÂÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÔ ÔÕÂÓ ÁÎÄ ǢÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÓ  
 ,ÏÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÌÅÅÐÓ ΰήΈ'ÕÉÄÅÄ &ÉÓÈÉÎÇ 
 ίή ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ &ÏÒË 2ÉÖÅÒ 

×××Ȣ×ÈÉÔÅÒÉÖÅÒÒÅÓÏÒÔȢÃÏÍ 
ζεή βηη-αήγδ 

Home School Kids Class 

http://www.whiteriverresort.com

